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was almost impossible to distinguish them from
the older members of the flock except by their
generally smaller size.

But the^eart of our interest in the hoatzins
centred in the nestlings. Some kind of Provi-
dence directed the time of our visit, which I chose
against the advice of some of the very inhabitants
of New Amsterdam. It turned out that we were
on the scene exactly at the right time. A week
either way would have yielded much poorer re-
sults. The nestlings, in seven occupied nests, ob-
served as we drifted along shore, or landed and
climbed among the thorns, were in an almost
identical stage of development. In fact, the great-
est difference in size occurred between two
nestlings of the same brood. Their down was a
thin, scanty, fuzzy covering, and the flight
feathers were less than a half-inch in length. No
age would have showed to better advantage every
movement of wings or head.

When a mother hoatzin took reluctant flight
from her nest, the young bird at once stood up-
right and looked curiously in every direction.
No slacker he, crouching flat or awaiting his
mother's directing cries. From the moment he
was left alone he began to depend upon the
warnings and signs which his great beady eyes
and skinny ears conveyed to him. Hawks and
vultures had swept low over his nest and mother